EATING THE GOD

CHAP.

Practice of
putting up
dummies to
divert the
attention
of ghosts
or demons
from living
people.

Tibetan
custom of
putting
effigies at
the doors
of houses
to deceive
demons.

explain the name maniae as applied to these sacramental
loaves. A dim recollection of the original connexion of the
loaves with human sacrifices may perhaps be traced in the
story that the effigies dedicated to Mania at the Compitalia
were substitutes for human victims, The story itself, how-
ever, is probably devoid of foundation, since the practice of
putting up dummies to divert the attention of ghosts or
demons from living people is not uncommon. As the
practice is both widely spread and very characteristic of the
manner of thought of primitive man, who tries in a thousand
ways to outwit the malice of spiritual "beings, I may be
pardoned for devoting a few pages to its illustration, even
though in doing so I diverge somewhat from the strict line
of argument I would ask the reader to observe that the
vicarious use of images, with which we are here concerned,
differs wholly in principle from the sympathetic use of them
which we examined before ;1 and that while the sympathetic
use belongs purely to magic, the vicarious use falls within
the domain of religion.

The Tibetans stand in fear of innumerable earth-demons,
all of whom are under the authority of Old Mother Khon-ma.
This goddess, who may be compared to the Roman Mania,
the Mother or Grandmother of Ghosts, is dressed in golden-
yellow robes, holds a golden noose in her hand, and rides on
a ram. In order to bar the dwelling-house against the foul
fiends, of whom Old Mother Khon-ma is mistress, an
elaborate structure somewhat resembling a chandelier is
fixed above the door on the outside of the house. It contains
a ram's skull, a variety of precious objects such as gold-leaf,
silver, and turquoise, also some dry food, such as rice, wheat,
and pulse, and finally images or pictures of a man, a woman,
and a house. " The object of these figures of a man, wife,
and house is to deceive the demons should they still come
in spite of this offering, and to mislead them into the'belief
that the foregoing pictures are the inmates of the house, so
that they may wreak their wrath on these bits of wood and
so save the real human occupants." When all is ready, a
priest prays to Old Mother Khon-ma that she would be
pleased to accept these dainty offerings and to close the open

1 See The Magic Art and tkt Evolution of Kings> i. 55 sqq.